North Front Street, present day Riverfront Drive, circa 1900
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The North Front Street Commercial District was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1980. The district is a
grouping of late 19th and early 20th century, brick and stone
commercial buildings addressed between 301-415 Riverfront Drive
(odd numbers only) with its historic significance derived from
architecture and commerce. The district is comprised of 17 buildings.
Additionally, the Stahl House, 301 N. Riverfront Drive, is designated
as a Local Heritage Preservation Landmark.
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A brief history. . . By 1853, just one year after it was founded, Mankato
was named the county seat for Blue Earth County. There was already a
burgeoning downtown, including a hotel, two stores, two lawyers, two
tailors, a quarry, a saddler, a millwright, warehouse, and school. There
were about 20 families in Mankato, with housing ranging from rough
shanties to sturdy log cabins.
The 1880s were boom years for much of
Minnesota, and Mankato was no
exception. Railroads had augmented (and
eventually eclipsed) river traffic, allowing
for the easy transport of the area’s rich
agricultural commodities. Turn of the
century downtown Mankato was a vibrant
and busy place. The business district
stretched close to a mile down Front
Street, in comparison to most Minnesota river towns, where the central
business district typically encompassed no more than two to three blocks.

The North Front Street area became the shopping area for the working
families who lived northeast of Main Street in the Washington Park
neighborhood. The businesses supplied the needs of permanent and
transient labor associated with manufacturing, building, transportation and
service trades.
The advent of the suburbs, coupled with easy automobile access, led to an
extensive relocation of area retail in the 1960s. Although some businesses
continued to offer their services in the downtown, many of the commercial
buildings were altered or eliminated as part of Urban Renewal in the
1970s.
Walk back in time with us. . . This area represents the most extensive
remaining architecture of Mankato prior to Urban Renewal in the 1970s.
Due to the downtown redevelopment in the 1970s, North Front Street was
changed to Riverfront Drive to connect Pike Street to North Front Street.
Thank you for joining us as we weave together the past and the present.
The Old Town walking tour begins at 301 North Front Street, now
Riverfront Drive, and continues to the 700 block (Oleander) and back to
302 North Front Street, now Riverfront Drive. We encourage you to visit
the businesses along the route to step inside, you may find historic
features intact such as tin ceilings or wood floors.

1. 301 N. Riverfront Drive, Minnesota House, c. 1893. The first building
on this location was built in 1858 by Clement
Kron. It was a log building known as the
Minnesota House which included rooms and a
livery stable where horses could be kept and
rented out to settlers moving their goods
throughout town. The hotel was popular with the
new immigrant group in town, the Germans.
Joseph and Anna Stahl, Kron’s daughter and
son-in-law took over the operation after Kron’s death in 1873, at which
time it was renamed the Stahl House. A new wood frame structure was
built in 1875, and the building you see today was built in 1893; threestory brick structure with stone trim. The hotel included 41 sleeping
rooms plus an office, parlors, dining room, bar
room and apartments. When opened, the
building had gas, water and electricity. Joseph
and Anna’s daughter Clara Stahl operated the
hotel until her death in the 1950s, at which time
the hotel closed. In 2016, this building houses
the Wine Café and apartments.
2. 307 N. Riverfront Drive, Henry Fricke Boots and Shoes (later
location), c. 1893. Two story building features a patterned brick cornice
with corbelling, three arched second story windows with hoods and
keystone arches. Henry Fricke Boots and Shoes, a manufacturer and
dealer of fine boots and shoes, operated at this location through at least
1920. Henry Fricke lived upstairs and operated his business on the first
floor. From 1927 until at least 1930, Osmund and Inez Lillemo operated
a restaurant on the first floor, living upstairs. From 19341937, Rank Bastrow operated a restaurant on the main
level and lived above on the second floor. Ray Erickson
took over the restaurant in 1938, following Bastrow’s
footsteps, Erickson also lived and worked in this building.
After remaining vacant for some years, the property
regained its eatery status in 1948 when the Maid-Rite Café
opened. In 1969, the building housed an office supply
company. In 2016, this building houses Cactus Tattoo.
3. 309 N. Riverfront Drive, Henry Fricke Boots and Shoes (earlier
location), c. 1880. Two stories; painted brick; patterned brick cornice
with corbeling; four arched second story windows with hoods, and
keystones; patterned brick beltcourse between stories. Henry Fricke
Boots and Shoes operated in this building before the 307 N. Front
Street building was built. During the early 1930s, Ben A. Pieser
operated a dry goods store in this building. As of 1938, Steiner’s Cash
and Carry Grocery took over Pieser’s dry goods operation. Ownership
shifted again during the late-1940s when Joseph Ewalt operated a

grocer and meat store. By 1960, Hubbard Milling operated an advertising
and print shop at this location. In 2016, this building houses Encore
Consignment & Bridal Boutique.
4. 311 N. Riverfront Drive, Frederick Kron Dry Goods and Groceries, c.
1877. Two stories, painted brick, patterned brick at cornice line; arched
keystone windows at second level. During the building’s first years,
Frederick Kron Dry Goods and Groceries operated in this two-story brick
building until 1904 when they relocated to 101-103 N. Front Street. Kron
sold dry goods, cloaks, carpets, groceries, crockery, lamps, tables, cutlery,
and fancy goods. From 1929-1930, Cyril St. Peter worked
here as a barber. In 1936, Edward Eickhold sold beverages
out of the lower storefront. In 1939, the beverage shop
changed names to the Union Club. In 1945, building
occupancy changed once again to Harry Hansen
beverages. From 1948-1968, Earl and Ann Johnson
operated a Bake Shop in this building, living upstairs. In
2016, this building houses Encore Consignment & Bridal
Boutique.

5. 313 N. Riverfront Drive, Bernard Koehler Boots and Shoes, c. 1888.
Two stories; dark red brick with buff stone trim; elaborate cornice with
relief ornament, pediment, finials, and date plate; four double-hung
windows at second level separated by brick and stone
pilasters. Bernard Koehler Boots and Shoes operated until
1894. From 1927-1930, Charles Meyer worked here as a
barber. As of 1934, Nora Reedfield operated a costume
shop, living above her shop on the second floor. In 1936,
Louise Butler opened a beauty shop. By 1939, Leila
Anderson took over the beauty shop while Reedfield sold
costumes out of the shop. Reedfield operated the building
as sole proprietor from 1945-1950, selling jewelry and
clothing at Reedfield Costume Shop. By 1960, the building
housed a water softener company. In 2016, this building houses Real
Living Home to Home Realty.
6. 321 N. Riverfront Drive, A.M. Klages Grocery, c. 1902. Two stories;
brick with stone lintels and sills on second story; simple corbelled brick
cornice; double hung windows with transoms on second story; intact cast
iron storefront. Anthony M. Klages operated a grocer from
1902-1930. From 1930-1934, M. Casper, a confectioner of
sweets operated on the first floor. Raymond Goettle, a
confectioner by trade as well, took over the store in 1936.
From 1945 to the late 1950s, M&S Tire Shop held store
occupancy. By 1960 and onward, the building housed
Jack’s Tire Repair Shop. In 2016, this building houses
Daniel Dinsmore Photography.

7. 325 N. Riverfront Drive, Dr. Julius A. Heilscher, c. 1927. Two stories,
brick, simple corbelled cornice; keystone arched second story windows.
Sometime after 1980, the building was extended, matching the stucco
and brickwork of the original building. Julius A. Heilscher worked as a
physician in this building until 1945, practicing on the ground level and
residing on the second floor. From 1948 to
the late 1960s, the building operated as
Oscar Finke’s barber shop. In 1969,
Donna’s Beauty Salon moved in. In 2016,
this building houses the North Risk
Partners Co. Brown Division.
8. 327 N. Riverfront Drive, Miller and Company Meat Market, c. 1888.
Two stories, brick, simple corbelled cornice; arched second story
windows with keystones; altered storefront. From 1888 to at least 1914
a meat market operated in this building. From 1927 to the early 1970s,
Schwendler & Son Meats operated at this location. In 2016, this building
houses APX Construction.
9. 329 N. Riverfront Drive, Wenzl Huettl Tailor Shop, c. 1891. Two
stories; brick with stone lintels and sills on second story; corbelled brick
cornice with central pediment and name and date plates; intact cast iron
storefront; three double-hung second story windows;
many intact interior features. Wenzl Huettl operated a
tailor shop from 1891 up until his death in 1908. In 1924,
a restaurant operated at this building and from 19271930, Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co. operated a grocer.
From 1934-1969, a barber shop and S&S Tavern
occupied the building. In 2016, this building houses the
Coffee Hag which has operated at this location since
1997.
10. 401 N. Riverfront Drive, Mathias Sontag Hotel, c. 1871.
Mathias Sontag Hotel operated in this building until at least 1889. From
1927-1930, Snow’s Hatchery operated at this building.
Earl and Nora Snow lived upstairs and ran their business
on the first floor. An advertisement in the 1927 city
directory noted it being Minnesota’s largest and oldest
hatchery. Baby chicks, feed and poultry supplies were
available for purchase. In 1950, Schmidt Roofing and
Siding and Leo Dauk Jewelry took occupancy of the
building. In 2016, this building houses the Hindi Store.
11. 403 N. Riverfront Drive, Jacob Sontag Saloon, c. 1876.
Two stories; buff brick; ornamental brick cornice and belt course
between stories; arched second story windows with keystones, altered
infill at second story windows and altered storefront. From 1876-1908 a

saloon operated on the first floor with a hotel on the second
floor. From 1927-1939, Phillip Roesch operated a grocery
store, living upstairs. From 1945-1950, Mankato Beauty
Supply occupied the space along with a local United States
Postal Service dispatch office. In 1960, Northwest Radio and
Electrical Supplier operated in this building. In 2016, this
building houses the Old Town Escape.
12. 405 N. Riverfront Drive, Benedict Bangerter Boots and Shoes, c. 1877.
Benedict Bangerter sold boots and shoes up until 1909, living upstairs.
From at least 1927-1930, Otto Paint Co. operated on the first floor with
George E. and Emma Otto and George S. and Julia Otto living upstairs on
the second floor. From 1938-1939, Empire Café operated in the building.
From 1945-1950, C&N Sale Company, a vending company, sold
merchandise from the lower storefront. During the 1960s, the Salvation
Army was located here. In 2016, this building is vacant.
13. 407 N. Riverfront Drive, Joseph Kron Druggist, c. 1888. Two stories;
painted brick; patterned beltcourse with pediment; arched double-hung
second story windows with hoods; altered storefront. Joseph Kron
operated a drug store at this building with Joseph Seidle also working as a
chemist. From 1906-1930, Otto Kammerer operated a grocer on the first
floor, Otto and Mary Kammerer lived upstairs. During the 1940s, Anthony
Pollei lived above his storefront which sold groceries and provided barber
services. During the 1960s, Paul’s Products Company sold poultry from
this building. In 2016, this building houses Quality Pawn.
14. 409 N. Riverfront Drive, Schorn Brothers Meat Market, c. 1897. Two
stories; painted brick with stone sills and lintels; painted brick cornice;
rectangular double hung second story windows; altered storefront. Schorn
Brothers Meat Market operated out of this building until at least 1900.
Johnson-Boman Co. Furniture relocated to this building in 1929 from 413415 N. Front Street. Johnson Bake Shop opened their doors in 1938,
providing delicious goods for seven years, then relocated to 311 N. Front
Drive in the late 1940s. After the bakery left, Valley News Company
operated in this building. During the 1960s C & N Vending occupied the
building. Providing a multitude of services, C & N Vending provided
packaging, instruments, sales and vending items. In 2016, this building
houses Quality Pawn.
15. 411 N. Riverfront Drive, Hagen Hardware, c. 1893.
Two stories; painted brick; elaborate cornice with
pediment and date plate; two arched and one central
rectangular windows on second story; altered storefront.
J.E. Seidle, owner of Seidle Drug Company, built this
building. Local architect, Henry Gerlach is reported to
have designed the building. The first floor was used as a

store while the front room on the second floor was used as the office of
Dr. Julian Hielscher and the back room was Schile’s residence.
Remember that in the early days a building could have several business
located within, there may be one in the basement, the back, or even
upstairs; in most cases the proprietor of the business lived upstairs. The
Drug Store continued until 1916 when it became Hagen Hardware
founded by John C. Hagen. Hagen Hardware occupied this location
until 2005. It was the last of the old-fashioned hardware stores in
Mankato. In 2016, this building houses Thrifty’s Convenience Store.

16. 413 N. Riverfront Drive, A.C. Malchow Grocery, c. 1893. Two stories;
brick; elaborate cornice with semi-circular center section, parapets, and
finials; rectangular second story window with stone trim; altered
storefront. During the early 1900s, Ernest Silber operated the lower
storefront as a grocer. Named Silber & Steiner, the store was a dealer
in dry goods, selling a range of items such as men’s furnishings,
groceries, cloaks, furs, dry goods, and glassware. In 1936, the business
was renamed Mankato Grocery Company. In 1938, Mankato
Upholstered Furniture Company operated in the building. During the
1940s, Mary Forseth owned and operated a restaurant, and by the
1960s, the building was used by Oscar Burntess, a barber.
17. 415 N. Riverfront Drive, Malchow and Krost Photographers, c. 1910.
During the early 1930s, the building operated as Zenus
Nicholas Furniture. By 1938, the property was home to
Capitol Insulation Company. By 1945, Allie’s Leather
Shop moved in. Providing several items, including leather
repair service, Allie’s Leather Shop operated in the
storefront until the mid-1960s. In 1969, Cassel Floors
opened. In 2016, the building houses Mankato Computer
Repair.
18. 515 N. Riverfront Drive, Mankato Creamery
Association, c. 1923. Mankato Creamery operated at
this location from 1923-1960. The Mankato Creamery
manufactured dairy products and ice cream. In 2016,
this building houses Freisen’s Bakery.
19. 523 N. Riverfront Drive, Mankato Meat Market, c. 1896. A meat
market operated at this building until at least 1900. From 1929-1930,
Coca Cola Bottling Co. operated. As of 1935, Joyce Hanson and
Clement Olinger operated an auto garage and repair shop. By 1938,
Blue Earth County Cooperative Oil Association moved into the building,
working with Olinger to provide duel automobile services. By the mid1940s, Harold Timmons auto repair services and a plumbing and metal
shop operated from the building. By 1950, Jerry’s Pluming and Heating,
Howell Eden Beverages, and Rud-A-Dub Self Service Laundry operated

in the building. In 1955, Hanson’s Dairy Café opened, with the laundry
service still operating. By 1960, the Dairy Café and laundry service
operated, a bait shop, clean towel service and gas station operated out of
the building’s rear. In 2016, this building houses Vegabond Village.
20. 529 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1876. From at least 1884-1900 a saloon
operated in this building, followed by a meat store which operated until at
least 1914. From 1927-1945, Frank Nitzkowski operated a
meat store, living upstairs with his wife Lena and their son,
Norman. Nitzkowski began selling beverages until 1955,
when his son Norman took over the business, operating as
Norman Nitzkowski Liquors. By 1960, the business was
renamed Kato Liquor Market. Frank Nitzkowski lived upstairs
during the entire time. In 2016, the buildings houses Curiosi
Tea House.
21. 601 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1900. A saloon operated at this building until
at least 1914. Lenertz and Hagen Grocer operated from 1927-1939. In
1939, Hagen operated as the business’s sole proprietor. The grocer
operated until the early 1960s, when Red Mark Store opened a general
merchandise store. In 2016, this building houses the Dork Den.
22. 603 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1884. In 1945, this building housed Gamble
Store selling used furniture. In 1950, Arthur Mountain sold used furniture
from the storefront. In 1955, Holland Furnace Company operated the
space until the 1960s. In 2016, this building houses the Dork Den.
23. 605 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1900. Joseph Bienapfl operated a cigar
factory in this building in 1900, relocating from 512 North Front Street.
From 1927 to the mid-1930s, Joseph E. Schulte operated an automobile
repair business. In 1939, Minnesota Nu-Lac Corporation operated in this
building, selling feed. By the mid-1940s, the building operated as Jack’s
Places Beverages until the 1960s. In 2016, this building houses Mary
Lue’s Yarn & Ewe.
24. 607 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1936. From
1953 to the mid 1960s, Schulte Body and
Paint Company operated in this building. In
2016, this building houses Nicollet Bike
Shop.
25. 611 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1894. During the 1920s, Huettl’s Shoe Store
operated in this building until the late 1930s when Robert Pautsch, a
harness maker, operated in the building. In the 1950s, the space was
occupied by Blatti’s Laundry, operated by Milton Blattie who lived upstairs.
Blatti’s Laundry operated until the 1960s. In 2016, this building houses
Gallery 512 Boutique and Semblance Boutique.

26. 613 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1886. From the 1920s to the
1930s, Earl A. St. Peter worked as a barber in the building.
Earl lived upstairs with his wife Ida. As of 1939, Thomas
Keenan, a barber, and Myrts Beauty Salon operated within
the building. In 1945, Henry Leonard sold insurance in the
building, living above on the second floor. In addition,
Calvary Cemetery Office operated from the shared office.
By the 1950s, Kunz Insurance Agency operated until
1960s when Midwest Engineering began occupying the
space. In 2016, this building houses Salvage Sisters.
27. 629 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1856. This building started as a saloon,
originally owned by Adam Freundel. The building was sold to Joseph
Eich in 1872. Soon after the purchase it was
converted into a grocery store. Theresa Eich
operated the store until 1917 when the
business was taken over by her son-in-law and
daughter, Ed and Julia Eich Enfield. Julia then
converted it into a confectionery store and ran it
until her death in 1950. There was a brick
house built in 1858 on Second and Rock,
directly behind this building. It is very possible that this building was
here from that same time period, which would make this one of the
oldest buildings in Mankato. In 2016, this building houses Mom & Pops
Ice Cream.
28. 701 N. Riverfront Drive, Oleander Saloon, c. 1888. On this spot in the
1860s and 1870’s was a blacksmith shop. In Mankato,
as in any small town, blacksmiths were plenty. In the
1871-72 city directory there were 19 blacksmiths listed
in Mankato. With businesses such as livery stables,
wagon shops, and horse corrals, blacksmiths were an
essential part of the local economy. A dwelling was
then located on this spot. The current building, the
Oleander Saloon, was built in 1902, designed by the
firm of Pass and Schippel. If you look at the front of the
building you'll see a half moon design. Similar features can be seen on
the Mankato Islamic Center at the corner of Broad and Washington,
also designed by Albert Schippel in 1903. This building has operated as
a saloon since it was built in 1902, with the first saloon operated by
Henry Veigel. Gust Pollei operated a billiards hall and saloon from 1914
through 1936 which was followed by George Panter Beverages from
1936-1953. Oleander Café and Tavern opened in 1953 and was
renamed Oleander Saloon in 1982. In 1989, the second floor, originally
residential, was converted to a music venue and operated as the What’s
Up Lounge.

HEAD SOUTH TOWARDS ELM STREET, CROSS RIVERFRONT DRIVE
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND HEAD
NORTH TO THE 600 BLOCK, EVEN ADDRESS NUMBERS
29. 602 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1950. Pre 1950s, dwellings were located on
this site and a furniture store in 1884 until 1900. In 1955, Stizmann’s
wholesale pain supplies operated here. In the 1960s C & S Supply
Company operated. In 2016, this buildings houses Urban Escape Salon.
30. 626 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1874. John Mahowald had a dry good store in
this spot in 1879. He remodeled the store front and interior and built an
addition to the rear in 1894. The Mahowald family lived in the rear of the
store with their family of 10 children. In 1911, Frank J.
Mahowald opened a hardware store in this location. In
1917, Frank and his son Bert turned the hardware
store into Mahowald’s Cycle Shop selling Harley
Davidson, bicycles and a range of tire selections. By
1933 they remodeled the building once again taking
over 624 North Front Street as well to increase the
square footage. This building served as Frank’s
mother's dressmakers shop in the 1880’s. The expansion doubled the
display windows with the addition of modern overhead flood light for night
displays. At one time the Mahowalds had stores in four different locations,
this was the last store to close, closing in 1990. In 2016, the building is the
home of Denco Lighting.
31. 630 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1871. From at least 1884-1914
a saloon operated on this property. From at least 19241939, Mankato Bottling manufacturer and distributor
operated in this building. In 2016, the building is the home of
Tune Town.
32. 708 N. Riverfront Drive, Eagles Club, c. 1890. In 1881, Nic Petersen
started a business in this location for bottling soda, mineral water,
champagne, cider, ginger ale, and birch beer. The business expanded
and by 1916 they were the bottlers for Hamm’s and Schlitz beer. Most of
Mankato’s breweries used them to bottle their products and all the
restaurants in Mankato used them to supply their soda drinks and
glassware. They even provided distilled water to the hospitals and
pharmacies in town. The business was sold to Crown Bottling Company in
the 1940s. In 2016, this building houses the Eagles Club which opened at
this location in 1955.
HEAD SOUTH TO THE 500 BLOCK OF NORTH RIVERFRONT DRIVE
33. 530 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1915. From 1884-1914, a dwelling was
situated on this property with a livery to rear, the property was addressed

as 528 North Front Street. The brick building you see today was built in
1915. From at least 1919 until 1930, Hugo Shirt Company operated out
of this building. From 1938 until at least 1945 Kato Engineering
Company, an electric specialties
manufacturer, operated from this building. In
2016, the building houses several
businesses, including Strange Design, Bent
River Outfitters, Decadent Desserts, Cross
Roads massage therapy, Shannon Sinning,
BARK L. Consulting Engineers, Visiting
Angels, RAAN, SMZ Accounting, and Bend
of the River Construction.
34. 524-526 N. Riverfront Drive, c. 1896. From at least 1884-1889, a
dwelling was situated on this property, followed by a tailoring business.
524 North Front Street operated as a restaurant since the 1930s, a
veterinarian in the 1940s, and the Social Security Administration Office
in the 1950s and 1960s. For over 35 years, a bar/restaurant has called
this building home; starting with the Bodega Bar in 1974-1984. The Still
in 1984-2002 followed by Midtown Tavern. 526 N. Riverfront Drive was
the longtime home of Joseph
Beinapfl cigar factory (19021936) followed by 30 years of
restaurants and bars, 20 years of
different businesses and finally
the adjoining wall was removed
and became part of The Still in
the 1990s. In 2016 this building is
operated as Midtown Tavern.
35. 324 N. Riverfront Drive, Hubbard Milling Company, c. 1878. The
Hubbard Milling Company was constructed in 1878 by local
businessman R.D. Hubbard, capitalizing on the region’s agricultural
opportunities and close proximity to the railway. Made of the local soft
brick with a dolomite limestone trim, the Italianate building stood an
impressive five stories tall. The building’s sixth level was later added in
1906. In 1880, the first telephone in the city was installed at the
Hubbard Mill, with its line extended between Mankato City Hall, the
Mankato House, and Mill. Hubbard Milling Company was one of the
leading flour mills in Minnesota, where wheat from local farmers was
ground into flour. The mill used steam
energy until the late 19th century, then
shifted to natural gas. The smoke stack was
once taller; it was designed to carry smoke
effluent away (the existing philosophy for
reducing air pollution was to remove the
noxious fumes away from one’s own

vicinity). With the switch to cleaner-burning natural gas, the tall stack was
unnecessary, so it was shortened. The pump room at the base of the stack
once provided the city’s water pressure. In addition, a city-wide whistle
echoed from the mill, beckoning workers towards their noon lunch and
sending them away at a 10:00 p.m. curfew. In 2016, the building
continues to operate as a mill under the name Horizon Milling.
36. 302 N. Riverfront Drive, Wendel Hodapp, Druggist, c. 1955. Wendel
Hodapp built and operated a drug store at this location in 1878. This was
one of the first apothecaries in town. It remained a drug store when the
building was used as the German-American State Bank. The bank’s name
reflects the ethnic majority in this section of Mankato. The word “German”
was dropped from the bank’s name during the First World War. As the
Great Depression deepened, the bank, renamed American State Bank,
was able to re-open on April 20, 1933. Frank Yukel’s Dentist office was
accessible on the second floor via an iron staircase on the Plum Street
side of the building from the 1930s to
the 1950s. American State Bank’s
drive-in teller windows opened in 1956.
The original building was torn down in
1958. In 2016, this building is vacant.

