BIDDING ASSISTANCE
Your planning starts with Visit Mankato
coordinating and submitting competitive
bids from local meeting and lodging
facilities. Bids will be reviewed, or upon
request, a formal bid presentation will
be made to your Executive Committee or
Board of Directors.

VISIT MANKATO
SERVICES
Let our experienced staff help you find
the perfect spot for your next meeting,
convention, tournament or event! One
phone call or email can set into motion
a successful event in Greater Mankato.
Our services are free and will save you
valuable time. There are several options
for planning your event.
Provide us with your meeting
specifications and we’ll work with
the appropriate hotels and venues to
provide you with a formal bid.
Our convention and tournament
directors can assist in bid presentations
to your Board of Directors, Site
Committee or general membership for
multiple hotel events. Let us schedule
and accompany you on your site
inspection to give you a true feel of
Greater Mankato hospitality.
If you have already planned your event
but need some great ideas for off-site
activities, or if you would like to just visit
our many attractions and amenities,
we’ll send you our official Visitor’s Guide.
Call at 507.385.6660 or email us at
info@visitmankatomn.com.

FACILITY SITE INSPECTIONS
After reviewing the competitive bids, we
invite you to visit Greater Mankato and
experience first-hand our state-of-the-art
conference facilities and hotel properties.
You will also meet with experienced
planning staff at the facilities.
PROGRAM PLANNING
The goal of the staff at Visit Mankato
is to match your convention needs to
our big city amenities and attractions,
customizing your convention to Greater
Mankato. We can arrange to have local
dignitaries provide welcome letters/
opening remarks, invocations from area
clergy, guest speakers or entertainment
options. We also serve as a liaison with
local businesses and services to assist
with implementation.
SHUTTLE TRANSPORTATION
As a service to you, Visit Mankato can
coordinate shuttle transportation to and
from conference and meeting facilities,
local attractions, guest events or other
planned activities/tours.
ATTENDANCE PROMOTION
Once Greater Mankato has been
selected as the convention site, Visit
Mankato will promote the area to
generate maximum attendance. Upon
request, a brief audio-visual presentation
highlighting Greater Mankato will be

given at your membership meeting or
annual convention.
MEDIA & PUBLIC RELATIONS
A current convention calendar is
maintained to facilitate planning
schedules and to inform businesses and
residents of events coming to our area.
A complete list of news media contacts
is available, and upon request, we will
help convention planners work with
local media contacts for best coverage.
GUEST TOURS & EVENTS
In an effort to promote a quality
experience for guests traveling with
convention attendees, program
arrangements for guests and families can
be arranged. These include visits to local
attractions including: shopping, gallery
and vineyard tours, golf, theater, local
parks and gardens, and historical and
cultural sites.
VISITORS INFORMATION & COUPONS
Visit Mankato has created a Guide
to Greater Mankato to help visitors
feel welcome and comfortable in our
beautiful community. This guide includes
great coupons and information regarding
dining, attractions, shopping, arts and
entertainment, historical sites and
accommodations.
GRANTS
Visit Mankato has grant dollars available
to tournaments, events, meetings and
conventions that choose Mankato as
the host city for their upcoming event.
We want to help you offset the costs of
planning a large event with our grant
program and various free services. To
have your event considered for our grant
program, request a grant application.

It’s all so close
VISIT MANKATO
Let the experienced staff of Visit Mankato or the Mankato Sports Commission help you find the
perfect venue for your next tournament, sporting event, meeting or convention. Mankato offers the
most outstanding and easily accessible venues and facilities for youth and amateur sporting events
in Southern Minnesota and some of the best in the Midwest. Just a short 75 miles from Minneapolis,
Mankato also offers unique, flexible, affordable and easily accessible meeting venues with capability to
host events of up to 5,000 people.
There are several options for planning your event. Visit Mankato and the Mankato Sports Commission
can coordinate shuttle transportation, assist with bidding, and even put together a plan for your teams
and families after your tournament or event. We can provide ideas for off-site activities and local
events to entertain your event participants and the family and friends that have come along to support
them. Take time to kick-back and relive the special moments of your events at one of our many local
restaurants. Relax in our vibrant downtown with live music. The possibilities are endless.
One phone call or email can get you set up with free services that will save you valuable time so you
will have more time to enjoy the event you’ve worked so hard to organize.

Danielle Duffey, Convention Sales Director
Visit Mankato
dduffey@visitmankatomn.com or 507.385.6662
Chris Willaert, Sports Commission Director
Mankato Sports Commission
cwillaert@visitmankatomn.com or 507.385.6663

Just one of our many assets is our accessibility.
By land or air, we are easy to get to.

Escape from the everyday in Mankato where business mixes perfectly with pleasure. In Minnesota, only Mankato
offers enriching cultural encounters such as headliner concerts, theatre, music, visual arts and lively entertainment in
combination with our vibrant City Center, extensive cycling trails and historic river valley. While you’re here for your event
you’ll also find just the right combination of small town feel and thriving regional center. Mankato is a hub for arts,
entertainment, shopping and nightlife. And, it’s all so close. Just a short 75 miles from Minneapolis, Mankato is an easily
accessible Minnesota destination of choice.

STAY
In greater Mankato, you’ll find more than
just a comfortable night’s sleep. We have
hotels with on-site restaurants; game
rooms and swimming pools for energetic
children of weary parents; fitness and
business facilities where working travelers
get in shape and stay in touch; campsite
and resort properties for those who need
only the stars and sounds of the night; and
charming rooms for the B & B enthusiast.

DINE
You’ll likely work up an appetite on our
scenic trails or after a stroll through our
vibrant downtown. Good thing you have
many choices ranging from restaurants for
the sophisticated palate to the basics in a
hurry. Mankato offers you family restaurants,
up-tempo night spots, distinctive fine
dining venues, and unique cafes catering
to health-conscious preferences and
international palates.

PLAY
In Mankato we know that recreation is
a big part of any vacation. Whether you
want to stay indoors or conquer the great
outdoors, Mankato offers many recreation
opportunities. The confluence of local,
county and state trails culminates into
over 50 miles of paved trails, nestled
in a scenic river valley and is perfect for
cycling, running or a leisurely walk. Outdoor
enthusiasts will also love our rivers, parks,
ski hills and more. Staying indoors isn’t any
less exciting. Take in a Division I Minnesota
State University, Mankato hockey game at
the Verizon Wireless Center, conquer the
rock climbing wall at Myers Field House on
the Minnesota State University, Mankato
campus or listen to live music in our vibrant,
historic City Center.

CONVENTION CAMPUS
The City Center Convention Campus
has everything you need for a successful
and enjoyable event. From ideal
accommodations to exciting entertainment
and nightlife, the convenience and
atmosphere of the City Center Convention
Campus make any gathering special and
memorable.
Located within the heart of Mankato’s City
Center, the accessible and convenient
City Center Convention Campus plays
host to major meetings, conventions and
tournaments. The City Center Convention
Campus can accommodate any size event,
large or small. Combined, the two fullservice hotels and Verizon Wireless Center
Conference Center can offer:

• 269 guest rooms attached via skyway
		 to the Verizon Wireless Center
• 24 meeting rooms that can meet any
		 technology needs
• 7,500 seat Arena
• Exhibit/Banquet Hall
• State-of-the-art Conference Center
• Unique Reception Hall
• Wireless high speed Internet throughout
• Two restaurants on campus with 23
		 more within walking distance
• Two attached sheltered parking ramps
• Easy access to shopping, nightlife and
		entertainment
• A short drive to over 800 more hotel
		 rooms, if needed.
• Experience that shows, including an
		 in-house advertising agency, group
		 sales, catering and security from the
		 Verizon Wireless Center
In the City Center Convention Campus
you can expect to find a venue equipped
to support sold-out concerts, important
meetings, high-profile conferences, elegant
receptions, industry exhibits, exciting style
shows, local meetings and more.

